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Synopsis

Join Arusha, Mosi, Tumpe and their Maasai friends as they set out on a counting journey through
the grasslands of Tanzania. Along the way, the children encounter all sorts of animals including
elephants, lions and monkeys, while counting from one to ten in both English and Swabhili. The
lively, rhyming text is accompanied by an illustrated guide to counting in Swahili, a map, notes about

each of the animals, and interesting facts about Tanzania and the Maasai people.
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Customer Reviews

An excellent book, which has been written by a very talented author. Krebs has a true gift writing
books that are enjoyed by children all over the world. As for Kokodoko’s review, | found their opinion
of the artwork harsh. | think s/he needs to take another look at the book as ALL the characters wore
some type of clothing and were not "running around naked in the wilderness." Perhaps this person
has yet to learn that in many cultures men, women and children wear limited clothing based upon
tradition, need and climate. Just because they do, should we regard all photographs or illustrations
of them as depicting "negative stereotypes?" Should we expect all people to be dressed as

Westerners or to follow our codes of modesty? | don’t think so.

Our whole family loves this book. My son, now 3, learned to count to ten in English by reading this

at bedtime almost every night. We are just now starting to read the Swahili words too. The



information, spellings of the Swahili words and their pronounciations, even the names of the children
are all accurate (I speak Swahili to moderate fluency). One note... Most Maasai do not even speak
Swahili, rather they speak Maa! But that doesn’t really matter. We love the book anyway, and the
Maasai do live with all of the wildlife depicted on this wonderful safari! | would say this book is
appropriate from age 1, as it has a very nice cadence to it that is calming before bedtime and the

pictures are very engaging. Don’t wait until age 4!

This exuberant, colorful journey through Tanzania is a treasure trove of visual and auditory
pleasures. The musical, rhythmic verse perfectly captures the action of the Maasai counting trip:
"We all went on safari/ past an old acacia tree/ Nearby giraffes were grazing/ So Tumpe counted
three." The illustrations are awash with the lovely, subtle hues of the Serengeti, and the artist’'s
depiction of the Maasai men, women, and children reveals personality and attitude in a single
brushstroke. The effortlessly multicultural story introduces young children to the Swahili words for
the numbers 1 to 10, and in an informative glossary, to the Swabhili names for the different animals

encountered on safari. An effervescent, irrestible read-aloud... enjoy!
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We borrowed this book from the library and enjoyed it so much we bought a copy to keep. My 3 1/2
year old son loved the counting journey and learning to say all the animals and numbers in swahili.

What a fun way to learn to count and speak a new language!

As a quilter, | was familiar with the illustrator’s fabric designs. Her use of color and whimsy carry
through in the book’s illustrations. | love it. The counting rhymes are fluid and simple. | especially
liked that there is a pronunciation guide to the Swahili names and numbers. There is also a glossary

with the English and Swahili names for the animals.



This is a favorite for my 2 year old. Counting is represented 3 ways on each page spread - in the
text, a visual number in the same location on each page, and by the number of animals on each
page. Great picture book for counting, nice text for reading.The back of the book offers a bit of
material that we read over as well - descriptions of the Masai people, and their way of life, a map of

Tanzania, and visuals + descriptions for all of the animals.

| probably pronounced every name in this book incorrectly but the kids still love it! Great for pre-k to
younger elementary children, the book is a perfect way to introduce the Savannah habitat and get
some counting practice in as well.
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